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Beginning in 2002, First Lady Christie Vilsack’s literacy
foundation, lowa Stories 2000, gave a book to every kindergarten
student in lowa. The first year, the children received | is for
|l owa by Mary Ann Gensi eke and Lonna Nachtigal. Last year's book
was Bells Goes to the Fair by Susan Knapp and John Wit ehurst.
This year’s book is Sweet Corn and Sushi, witten and illustrated
by Iowans Lori Erickson and WII| Thonson. The story highlights a
part of lowa history that began a friendship between the people
of Iowa and Yamanashi, Japan. Kindergarten teachers will receive
this book in April to present to their students in Muy.

The is a story to be read al oud to kindergartners by
parents, older children, grandparents and shared within the
famly. Before teachers send the book home, they may want to
encour age upper elenmentary book buddies to read the book with
their kindergarten friends.

Teachers may want to use the book to reinforce concepts
al ready covered during the school year. Thenes |ike friendship,
hel pi ng others, diversity, and sharing are touched on in this
story. This book provides opportunities to introduce or renenber
soci al studies concepts like living in a tinme and place, grow ng
crops, and cel ebrating special occasions.

Wth all three books, Ms.Vilsack has partnered with
departnments of state governnent to offer enrichnent activities
for teachers and students to enjoy. Once again, this book wll
i nclude a map and hands-on activities to suppl enment the thenmes of
the story. This year’s partners include: The |Iowa Hi storical
Soci ety, The Departnent of Cultural Affairs, The State Library of
| owa, AEAs and the Early Chil dhood Network, The Departnent of
Heal th, and Sister States of |owa.
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Ti mel i ne:

March 1, 2004 Announcenent flyers delivered to Kindergarten
Teachers and Principals

April 21-30 Books & Bookbags delivered to El enentary Buil di ngs

May 5 First Lady, Kick-Of Press Conference

May 5-30 Teachers distribute books to Kindergarten Children



Cl assroom Resources and Partners
For
Sweet Corn and Sushi; The Story of lowa and Yamanashi

First Lady, Christie Vilsack: http://ww.christievilsack.orag/

Department of Cultural Affairs:
http://ww. culturalaffairs. org/

The State Library of lowa: http://ww.silo.lib.ia.us

The lowa Historical Society: http://ww. i owahi story. org/

| owa Departnent of Education http://ww.sState.ia.us/educate/

http://ww. state.ia.us/educat e/ governor/index. htmn

Departnent of Public Health - HAWK-I
http://ww.idph.state.ia.us/coveringki ds/coverage hawki.asp

Departnent of Econom c Devel opnent; Sister States of |owa
http://ww. i owasi st erstates. org/
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http://www.culturalaffairs.org/
http://www.silo.lib.ia.us/
http://www.iowahistory.org/
http://www.state.ia.us/educate/
http://www.state.ia.us/educate/governor/index.html
http://www.idph.state.ia.us/coveringkids/coverage_hawki.asp
http://www.iowasisterstates.org/

FROM THE AUTHOR, Lori Erickson

| grew up on a farmin northeast lowa (and yes, we raised pigs!).
As a freelance witer for nearly 20 years, | have witten many
times about lowa and its people, but Sweet Corn & Sushi has been
a uni quely rewardi ng project.

The idea for the book came when | visited Yamanashi in 1999 as
part of a del egation organized by lowa Sister States. Wile there
| heard the intriguing story of the lowa Hog Lift of 1960, when
35 hogs were given to Yamanashi to help their livestock industry

recover after two devastating typhoons. | was inmediately struck
by the whinmsy and power of the story. It was so |lowan and so
reflective of the best spirit of the state. | recognized the
lowans in the story, generous and practical people willing to
open their hearts to help others in need.

Once | returned to lowa, | wote the text of the book in fairly
short order. The hard part was finding an artist to illustrate
the story and a publisher that wanted to print it. After a year
found an illustrator, WII Thonson, who created sone prelimnary

drawi ngs. Later | wote several grants that hel ped fund nore
devel opnent of the book. There were nany di sappoi ntnents al ong

t he way, but what kept ne going all along was the unshakabl e
belief that this is too good a story to be forgotten.

lowa First Lady Christie Vilsack's decision to nmake the book part
of her "lowa Stories" literacy program has been trenendously
exciting. Thanks to her efforts, the story of the unique
friendshi p between Iowa and Yamanashi will reach far nore people
than | had ever dreaned possi bl e.

| hope readers will take several nmessages fromthe book. Perhaps
the nost inportant is that one person has the power to nmake a
difference in the world. |I love the way Ri chard Thomas wanted to

hel p strangers who were in trouble half a world away, and then
found a way to involve other people in the Hog Lift project. |

al so Iike how the story shows that friendships are possible even
when there are great differences between people.

When | went to Yanmanashi | was very touched by how many peopl e
treasure their sister-state relationship with lowa. | renenber
especially the three nights | spent with a famly who spoke very
little English, while | spoke about ten words of Japanese. But
two nenbers of the fam |y had ridden in RAGBRAI and toured |owa,
and they greeted ne like I was part of their famly.

There's an expression that says; "Wen pigs fly..." (nmeaning that
it's very unlikely that something will happen). In 1960,

sonmet hing unlikely did happen: a friendship was forned between
two very different lands. | am happy to celebrate that friendship
in Sweet Corn & Sushi.




FROM THE Il lustrator: WIIl Thonson

When Ms. Erickson, the author, came to see ne one day in 2001,

she wanted to ask me if | would help her by illustrating "Sweet
Corn & Sushi". Although I have done many different kinds of
illustrating assignnents before | had never been asked to design
and illustrate a children's book, especially one in two

| anguages and | thought it would be a very pleasant, but
chal | engi ng, j ob.

One of the nore difficult parts of it for me was draw ng
pi ctures about another culture; people in different parts of the
worl d have different traditions, interests, styles of behavior,
and custons that | knew | nust pay attention to in ny draw ng.
An i nnocent gesture or inmage mght seemrude or have the
wrong neani ng in another country. | have never traveled in Japan,
so | had to study, and | al so asked Japanese acquai ntances to
conme and | ook at mny draw ngs
as | prepared them in order to get all the details right.

Each picture was the result of a |ot of thought. Draw ngs
were made with pencil to try out different ideas. These ideas
were discussed with the author and others, and sonetines details
were changed. Room had to be left in the picture area for the
text, and | also had to understand whi ch paintings would be
across from each other on facing pages.

Then | would paint in watercolor, and | had to start over a
few tinmes when a picture wasn't quite right. Once or twce
woul d end up with two pictures for the sane page, and | woul d ask
Ms. Erickson or our advisors which one they |iked best. And

sonetinmes | still wish | had the tinme to do one or two of them
over, because | |earned so nuch during the process of nmaking the
pai ntings.

Anot her consideration | had to work out was how to draw t he
young people in this book. Sone of themare children of friends
of mne. For exanple, the little girl on the page who's taking
of f her shoes was drawn to | ook like a girl named Eva who |ives
in Des Moines. | also "hid" pictures of ny dog, and
Ms. Erickson's dog, in posters on the wall in the child's
bedroom There are a ot of fun aspects to drawi ng, and secret
hellos to friends are a fun thing to do.

My hope for this book is that the feelings about two
cultures comng to truly appreciate each other through sinple
acts of generosity will be inspiring to many who read this story.
It was a great honor to be selected to nake these paintings,




especially as there is so nmuch reverence for art in Japanese
culture. Meeting the First Lady of lowa, Ms. Vilsack, and

| earning of her strong interest in the project was anot her honor
| experienced because Ms. Erickson inspired nme to take this
chance to try sonethi ng new.

Great On-Line Resources

ht tp: / / waw, ki dl i nk. or g/ KI DPRQJ/ | oi n. ht

KIDLI NK participants use an assortment of emmil foruns for the
pur pose of educational comrunication exchange anong students

t hrough secondary school. Therefore, it is necessary to subscribe
to certain email foruns depending on the area of KIDLINK that you
are interested in. These enail forums are where the action is!

KI DPRQJ has been set up to neet the needs of teachers and youth
workers wi shing to use the KIDLINK worl dwi de network to pronote
curricul um exchange between school and youth group children

t hrough secondary school. Wb pages display a project, are a

pl ace for students to publish their work and are useful for

cl assroom wor k, but much of the action is on the KIDPRQJ nuiling
list, therefore, subscription is required. Kidproj student work
is also published directly on the web by teachers and students

t hensel ves who are registered in Kidlink's KidSpace. Students who
answer the 4 Kidlink questions automatically receive a | ogin and
password for Ki dSpace.

Dream ng Beyond the Book: Dream Makers Lessons for K-2:
One Extraordinary Fish Story.
WWW. Cr ayol a. com

Enter this website and search: Japan. Crayol a
O click the 'Educator' tab and find other resources
I ncl udi ng | esson plans and art projects.

Educati on research shows that hands-on art activities aid in
brain devel opment and help children learn in other curricul ar
areas such as reading, math, and science. Crayol a® Dream Maker s®
is a standards-based, teacher- and student- tested resource guide
and national program It provides classroomand art teachers
original hands-on activities that encourage students to fornul ate
i deas, design solutions, and think for thensel ves.


http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/join.html
http://www.kidlink.org/kidspace/
http://www.crayola.com/

See: Dream ng Beyond the Book: Dream Makers Lessons for K-2:
One Extraordinary Fish Story.

Addi ti onal books to share with your class:

Friednan, Ina R How My Parents Learned to Eat. Boston: Houghton Mfflin
Conpany, 1984. (An Anerican sailor courts a young Japanese wonman and each
tries, in secret, to learn the other's way of eating.)

Haskins, Jim Count Your Way Through Japan. M nneapolis: Carolrhoda Books,
1987. (Presents the nunbers one to ten in Japanese, using each nunber to
i ntroduce concepts about Japan and its culture.)

lijim, Geneva Cobb. The Way We Do It in Japan. Albert Wiitman & Co., 2002.
(Gegory and his famly are noving to Japan for his dad’s job. After the long
flight, they arrive at their new apartnment. Gregory is surprised to find lots
of things that are different: he needs to rempve his shoes and wear slippers,
he has to sit on pillows at the table, and he has to take a shower before
getting into the bathtub! As Gregory’s dad points out, "That's the way they do
it in Japan.")

Littlefield, Holly. Colors of Japan. M nneapolis: Carolrhoda Books, 1997.
(Explores the different colors found in Japan's history, culture, and
| andscape.)

Snyder, Dianne. The Boy of the Three-Year Nap. Boston: Houghton Mfflin
Conpany, 1988. (Taro is a Japanese boy whose penchant for sleeping is the
butt of village jokes, nuch to the chagrin of his poor w dowed nother, who
works hard to provide themw th necessities. Taro cannot be coaxed into
wor ki ng, despite his nother's pleas, until he falls in love with a rich
nmer chant's daughter and hatches a schene to nake hinmsel f weal thy.)

Takabayashi, Mari . | Live in Tokyo: A Japanese Cal endar. Boston: Houghton
Mfflin Conpany, 2001. (Have you ever been to Tokyo, Japan? Far away, in the
Paci fic Ocean, Tokyo is a busy city of color, activity, celebrations, super

gi gantic buildings, and much, nuch nore. In this city lives a seven-year-old
girl naned M miko. Here you can follow a year's worth of fun, food, and
festivities in Mnmko's life, nonth by nonth.)

Cl assroom Activities:

Have the children practice Japanese Origam (paper-folding) activities. For
easy origam folding directions, go to
http://ww. enchant edl earni ng. comi crafts/japan.



http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/japan

Wite each child s nane in Japanese and | et the children guess whose nane it
is. Let the children try to nmake the shapes and curves of their nanes. For
translations go to: http://world.altavista.conl

Cel ebrate H na Matsuri Day (The Day of the Dolls) in your classroom Tel
everyone in your class in advance to bring a doll. Have each child take turns
telling about their doll and why it is special to them (You may want to
invite boys to bring stuffed animals.) You could continue the day and serve
cake and tea. To find out nore about Hi na Matsuri Day go to:

http: //wygordon. web. wesl eyan. edu/ dol | s/ aneri can/ hi st ory/ hi na. ht m

Pl ay the gane Janken (scissors, paper, and stone), the well-known counting
gane played by children in many countries, originated in Japan. To play, two
pl ayers face each other and extend their right fists. As the say the words
Jan and Ken they pound their fist against the pal mof their hand. At the word
Pon. Each forns his fist in one of three ways a closed fist represents stone,
a flat hand represents paper, and two extended fingers represent scissors.
Each sign has a value and deternm nes who wins. Stone dulls scissors, so stone
W ns. Scissors cuts paper, so scissors wins. And paper covers stone, SO
paper wins. |If both players nmake the sane sign, it is atie and the process
is repeated until there is a w nner.

Ki ndergarten - 5" Grade Readi ng Buddi es
This book tells a part of lowa history and could be read to the Kindergarten
children by the 5''graders as a part of |owa History.

Cel ebrations - Children's Day is May 5 in Japan
Cel ebrate the conclusion of the kindergarten year. Learn about ot her
cel ebrations for children around the worl d.

Fri endship

Focus on friendship, classroomfriends, fanily friends and the story of
friendship that is told in this book. The Friendship Bell is a symbol of the
friendship between |Iowa and Japan Sister States. Other synmbols of friendship
could be friendship bracelets, a friendship quilt, finding an e-pal in Japan
or building a kite to fly with an older friend.



http://world.altavista.com/
http://wgordon.web.wesleyan.edu/dolls/american/history/hina.htm




